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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Languages International Limited (ñLanguages Internationalò) is an English language educational facility, with 
one school premises situated in Auckland, and another in Christchurch.  The school has been operational since 
1978, providing English courses for foreign students from over thirty countries worldwide. 
 
Offset the Rest Limited (ñOffset the Restò) is a New Zealand based carbon management consultancy.  Its 
purpose is to provide individuals and businesses with assistance to measure emissions, implement emission 
reduction initiatives, and to provide carbon offsets for any unavoidable emissions.  Offset the Rest provides 
carbon neutral certification for businesses. 
 
Carbon neutral certification is provided in accordance with the Offset the Rest certification process.  In order to 
achieve certification Languages International has undertaken a rigorous three step process involving 
measurement of GHG emissions, implementation of a GHG reduction strategy, and the offsetting of any 
unavoidable emissions. 
 
This document forms the basis of Languages Internationalôs carbon neutral certification for the period 1 June 
2009 to 31 May 2010.  This report is compiled by Offset the Rest for the purpose of providing all interested 
parties with a summary of the carbon neutral certification process undertaken by Languages International. 
 
2. BASIS FOR EMISSIONS MEASUREMENT 
 
Emissions measurement for the purposes of this certification has been undertaken by utilising the carbon 
emissions calculator developed by the Cawthron Institute, Sustainable Business Group (ñCawthron Carbon 
Calculatorò).  The Cawthron Institute is a leading New Zealand and internationally recognised scientific and 
research facility. 
 
The process followed in measuring the carbon inventory of Languages International is that specified in ISO 
14064-1 and the Greenhouse Gas Protocol Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard.  The measurement 
process follows the principles applicable to carbon footprint measurement set out in those standards.  The 
emissions factors used in the Cawthron Carbon Calculator were published by the Ministry for the Environment 
in November 2008 and the UK Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs in April 2008. 
 
Languages International was responsible for the provision of all relevant emissions data to Offset the Rest for 
input into the Cawthron Carbon Calculator, and the calculations have been reviewed and verified by the 
Cawthron Institute. 
 
The measurement scope includes all Scope 1 direct emissions and Scope 2 indirect emissions, and applicable 
Scope 3 indirect emissions. 
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Included in Scope 2 indirect emissions are emissions generated by electricity purchased for the Christchurch 
office of Languages International.  This electricity is supplied by Meridian Energy, a carbon neutral electricity 
supplier.  The emissions are therefore included for ongoing monitoring purposes, but do not form part of the 
overall emissions total. 
 
With respect to Scope 3 indirect emissions, Languages International has opted to include all air travel 
undertaken by employees of the company, as international and domestic travel forms a significant part of the 
companyôs core business operations. 
 
Measurement of emissions for the carbon inventory is based upon data collected by Languages International for 
the 12 month period 1 June 2008 to 31 May 2009. 
 
3. GHG EMISSION INFORMATION 
 
For the purposes of this measurement Languages International has adopted the consolidation based on control 
approach, whereby the company accounts for 100% of GHG emissions over which it has operational control. 
 
3.1  Scope 1 Direct GHG Emissions 

 
Comprising direct energy emissions from transport fuels.  All sources of emissions are owned or controlled by 
Languages International. 
 

Source of Emissions CO2 -e (tonnes) 

Distributed natural gas 8.29 
Diesel 25.97 

Total 34.26 

 
3.2  Scope 2 Indirect GHG Emissions 

 
Comprising indirect energy emissions from purchased electricity.   The electricity to the Christchurch offices of 
Languages International is supplied on a carbon neutral basis by Meridian Energy so while the emissions 
generated by the office premises are included for ongoing monitoring purposes, they do not form part of the 
overall emissions total.  It is not therefore considered necessary to offset carbon neutral electricity. 
 

Source of Emissions CO2 -e (tonnes) 

Purchased electricity (Auckland) 19.95 
Purchased electricity (Christchurch) 7.06 

Total 27.01 

 
3.3  Scope 3 Indirect GHG Emissions 
 
Comprising indirect emissions generated by the supply chain of Languages International.  These emissions are 
deemed to be significant and occurring as a direct result of the activities of Languages International.  Inclusion 
of indirect emissions is optional under the GHG Protocol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


